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FOREWORD 

The MinistT)' of Education, in irs dtorts to achieve Educari<m For All (EFA) and rhc
Millcnni11m De~pme:,u Goals (MDG.,), ha_s worked in p:irtne.rship with srakeholdl'~ 

to deYdop the- Policy Fmmework for Nornad,c Education in Kenya. The ovfillil goal of the 

Policy 'Framework is to enable Kcn1-a's nomadic communities n:1Lli2e che goal of universal 

ncc<!Ss co basic education and cr~ning. 

From our experiences, we recognlzc che fucr ch:tt rhe needs of nomadic communi ties are 

generally complex and th~t those relating co the prnvision of education require ~peci11l 
nrccntion due to the many <"hru.lenges facing the children and the communities, We all 

upp1cciatc chat cducutiou ~"llnnot be provided to nomadic communities without taking their 

soc10-culrnral and orhcr dcvdopmcnrnJ concerns inm con~idcrnrinn. I r is al~o tmp<>rtonr to 

Mrc rh,tr the pr,wisloo of educ;1tio11 to I\Omadic r ~sroralim c,tnnor be ctfcctively 11c.hleved 

through n single delivery approu,;h, ltcni;e tl:ic need for a i,:ombination of multiple npproncbc;s 

like mobile schools, 11011-foi mul schools, for.m:tl :.d10<,h. bo,m.l ing: schools as well as creating 

link.1.gc berwc-en :tll these appro:1cl1<!$. 

'lhe Government emphasizt.~ rhc imponancc of partnerships ltl the provision of holisric 

sen-ice~, that will ensure the de.livery of quality education for all school age children in 

nomttdk coinmunitie~. 1h( core mrger of the policy frame,vork ~re rill children of school 

going :i.gc drawn from the various nomadic communities as well :is nomndk parent~, youths, 
and teachers in n.om::idic: pruicoralise communities across Kc:oyn. 
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It is importam tu norc that chis policy framework d<les not se~k ro r< .. 1)lacc existing ll3tional 

educ::i.tion policies and appr,,aches to the provision or education and train.ing but rather, 

1t will tap 011 their mcngths in order to achieve the: cductLtlonal. goals. In addi~ion where 
the existing approaches do not adequately meet the educational ncc<ls of the nomadic 
communities, Cxtrll. effom ,:ire m:rdi; to s\lpplement them. 

ln order co fasc rrnck and pur rhe agenda of nomadic ed.ucntlo11 in Kenya's socioecoaomic 
and politi<.--al focus, the Go,'CffimeL1.t will establish a "National Commission for Komadic 

Education in Kenya" {NACOl\"EK) under the 1\Jinistry of Education. Jhc Commission 

will Ix 1::xpectcd to ~teer efforts towards education fo1 all in tho:: tw:gctcd commwlities. 

The policy framework is therefore aimed at providing broad guidelines for The coordination 

and harmo1tiz11tlon of efforts in the delivery of quality edurntionru services to the nomadic 
communities: in Kcny,1. To realize this noble go:1J wiU require joint efforts amo1tgst all 

sLnkeholdc1'1,. l, thet'efo,·e appenl to all of us to co1)1r'l'lit our~elv~ to the 1teed~ of nomudic 
learners. 

HON.AMR. PROF. sA.,1 or-:GERI, ECH,MP 

Minister for Education 
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1. BACKGROUND INFORl\llA'. ION 

1.1 Definition: Nomadism 

1. LI Nomads are people who move from one place to anoLher, rather than 
settl ing in one location. Th~:rc oru an estimated 30-40 million people who 
are nomads in th e, world. 

1.1.2 There ar e t lu·ee kinds of nomads: Hunterss-Gathtrers, Pastoral 1t0mads. 
Peripatetic nomads. Nomadic lrnnt,ers-gatlierers have by far the longest
live<l s ubsistence method in human history. following season ally 
available wild plants and game. Pastoralist raise herds and move with 
them so as not to deplete pasLure beyond recovei·y in any one area. 
Peripatetic Mma.d-s are known for travelli1lg from one area to another 
and engaging i.n subsi.;tence L1·ade wbe1·ever Hwy go. ~he most Ct}mmon 
fm·m of peripatetic nomad foun d in kenyo is fi.shing no,n ad. 

a) Pastoral Nomads: 'The en tire Nol'th eastem Province; upper 
parl.s of Eastern province (Moyal~. Marsabit. isiolo distrfol:o); 
Nothem aud Southem pares of Rift Valley (Turkana. West J3okot. 
Sam huru, Kajia<lo, Narok, '1':ransmara districts); NOl'thern pa.rt of 
Coast Province (Tana-River district) 

b) Fishing Nomads: Parts of Nyanza province (arou11d Lalrn 
Victoria) and Norchern parts of Rife Valley ])t'ovince {around Lake 
Turkana and Lake Baringo) 

c) Huntei·s and Gathere1·s: Parts of Coas t province (Lam.u dist rict) 
and part s of Rift Valley pmvi.nce (l\ih.1rakwel. Barini:,rc> and Natok 
di:.;tricts)"' 

J . J .3 The Covei·t1ment of Kenya recognizes the fact that the needs of nomadic 
communities a re generally complex and that those providing education 
face even more challenges, Another challenging fact. 'is that education 
cannot be pr ovided tso the nom adic communit ies in isolation of their 
spirit ual. social, security. moral and ot.h.~r developmental conoerns. 

Ll.4 The nomadic pastoral.is t.s r-equire education to empower them and 
give them che ability to pi:1rtlci.pate in dovelopmont and utilize the 
envu-onmenl fo1· productive gn.in and sustainable livelihoods. Despite 
the pc))icy l)li fr'e0 pr im.(lt'Y edtics tion (FPE}, n0tnHdic c;ommunities may 
not be ful ly b<mefiting from t he education services as shown by their 
_p,:~1-ticipat ion l'ates. 

• (Nate: /he dislfial bo1,mdarles mentioned above may hav·e changed names and araas of jurisdiction 
owing to tfle admi11istrative boundary changes milde after 2006) . 

1 



l , 1.5 When t.h1:, na tion.al gtoss emolment rate (GER) inci·eased to 101.4% 
in 2006 with the implementation of free primary education policy. the 
GER for the nom~dic pAS1to1·alis.t..!l areM remained below 50% vvith some 
disb:icts ;•ecording as low as 20.6% (Wajit· district). This shows that the 
cost of educ~tion is not the only facto,· oontl"ibuting to low participatitm 
of nomadic communit ies but t here are othe1· unique factors. 

1. 1.6 Past studies and experiences have shown that education service delivery 
to noma dic population eannot be done in isolation a s t he social. cultmal 
a nd economic issues also need to be addl·essed. Unavailability of water 
for instance, necessitates mobility in sear ch of the commodity and clan 
hostility leading to insecurity. Prov.is ion of q uality education in nomadic 
areas will therefore 1·equirc 0. tnulti- sectoral approach. 

1. 1.7 Komadic pastora lists are dependent on thei t· school age children for 
herding llnimals a11d unde1't.aking other household tasks which are 
impol'tant for their survival. Nomadic pastomlists. require flexible 
educat ion delivery modes that take into account the-ir children's wotk at 
home: that which sched~i les lessons outsid,e nomadic wol'king time and 
a t the .same ~ime tl'an;;fers ].,,earning to t he h orneste,;1ds. 

1.1.8 The p,·ovision of education to nomadic pastoralis.ts can not be done 
·through a single delivel'y approach. A combination of multiple 
approaches like mobile schools, fixed schools, boarding schools, non
formal schools, among others are· required. 

1,2 Nomadic Lifestyle 

1.2.1 For centuries, milk and meat produced on the rangelands constituted 
the main diet of the pastoral nomadic communities, depending on the 
size of t he herd a nd pa ttern of droughts. S imilar ly, the vast forest cover 
around the country provided fruits, honey and wild animals for the 
hunters and gather ers while the la ke-sand r ivers n.aturalfy availed fish 
and other foods Lo the Fishermen. However, since the ma rket economy 
came in contact. wi th these nomads (PastoralisLs. Fishermen and 
Hu ntere & Gathe.rers), thei.r cl.iet subsranlially changed. Since tha11, 
pastor al nomads m.ake r egular t,; p;; to market s in. agricultural a nd 
urban settlements to obtain cereals, and other foods. 

1.2.2 A$ the world economy ha.s continued to change, so has t he lifastyle of 
most nomadic comm unities i:n Kenya. They have been at the mercy of 
shifting commodity prices, rnriff regulation, and trading pa tterns ove1· 
which they have little or no control. As the monetized economy expanded 
to engulf the nomads, they have become more a nd more dependent on 
goods from settled communities, a nd t-heit sensitiviLy to macro <:hange is 
increa sing. 
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1.3 Ra.tiotfule for the Development of the Policy Framework on 
Nomadic Education: 

1.3.l lo pursuance of the ·two education. MDGs i.e. Universal Primary 
Educatfon (UPE) and eliminating gender disparities in pr imru:y a nd 
secondary schools at all levels hy 2015, the Kenya GovernmenL is 
conscious of tl1e fact that the same will remain a mirage Ltnless t he 
nomadic communities, which have been marginalized, are s:pecific11lly 
targeted. Notwithstanding the Free Primary Education(l'i'PE) 
programme.statistics indicate that children from nomadic com munities 
face multiplo barriers in accessing arid completing basic i.ducation. 

1.3.2 The .Kenya Oovernment is a signat.ory of the 1989 United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the 1990 African Charter 
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child and also the 2000 Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). In addition, Kenya Government endorsed 
the deliberat ions of 1990 Jomtien World Conference on EFA a nd the 
2000 World Educa~ion Fol'um (Dakar. Senegal).The government enacted 
the 2001 Children 's Act a mong othel' things which advoca tes free quality 
basic education as a nght to all -children . 

1.3.3 The De.ktw OedaNrtion ,ci f Ed~LCation foi· AJ.l - EFA {2000) acknowledged 
the fact that the goal to achisvQ EFA by 2015 cru1 not be 9,chieved 
tht·augh formal education deliv1;ry channels aJone. 1'he forum the.re.fore 
advocated for the ''third channel" approach es, that is iufo1·1nal and 1'J.Olt

fo rnrnl education dAlivery mo<lels. 

1.4 Challenges 

1.4.l It is noted that nomadic communities operate under very h ru:sh climatic 
conditions i'lnd h a,1e a myt~d of ce>mpe ting J1eeds yeL very limited 
resolU'ces. I mplementing the above commitments is therefore a p11ority 
for the governl'.11ent despite tb.e enormous challenges i11volved. One. of 
such challenges is l'eachi ng th e children fro m nomadic comm w,it ies 
whoee specia.l needf:l h flve provio ua ly not been adequat.ely addressed. 

1.4.2 Lack of appl'Opriate school infrastructure is one- of the major barr ie1·s 
to ·improving access to primary education in nomadic areas. They face 
var ious problems t elating to t hei1· geographicHI location and harsh 
ecological conditions. 

1.4.3 The mobility of nomadic communities, the hardships associated with 
the ASALs and the few teachers with a nomadic background makes 
recruit ment, deployment and retention of teache1·s difficult. Since the 
cunent teacher management policies iMlll.dillg decentralization have 
not adeqLtat e)y addressed staffi11g problems, there is need to r eview t.he 
whole spectnun oftescher training, recruitme11t a nd deJ)loyment. 
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1.4.4 Ensuring the prov1s 1011 of q1uilily education Lo the regions. which 
enhances competitiveness and integrt1tion int.o Kenya's wid;.:r t.OCio
economy. 

1.4 .5 The- biggest challonge for nomadic comnrnnities hns been one of 
stigmatizat.ion of those with special needs and also the lack of capacity 
to effectively deliver special education at the regulai· school. Specific 
support by the Government will thi:refore be geared towardi:; a 
destigmaltzation of c-hildren with spe<:1al needs m nomadic areas. 

1.4.6 Lack of a clear ins tituLional fra mework to oversee the development and 
i mpleme11L8Lton of noarnd ic educatio-n h1.ts eonL:ribuied to: -

a) Lack of proper co-ordim1tion of Lhe various agencies involved in providing 
education services for nomadic communities 

b) Lack of a vision 1;1nd clear focus 011 how co improve nomadic educatiori 
c) DuJ)lication of effori:s and unnecessary overlaps in the provision of 

educal.ion services, 
d) Lack or proper planning leading to wasted efforts. 
e) Lack of p1'0perly analyi.,e-d and synthe-$\izecl information relating to 

nomaclic education, includLng information on the population of school 
going age chi lch•en out of schuol 

t) Lack of a clear monitoring and evaluation framework tor nomadic 
education 

1.5 Benefits of Nomadic Education 

The advantages of ensm·ing prnv-is1on of quality education to a ll Lhe children of 
nomadic.: communjti e::1 are obvious!} enormous and include: 

· Reduction of poverty. Quality e<lucation e nsures thaL child ren have better 
success in learning und they share 1.:q uul opportunities in the labour market. Such 
adu..lt.s htwe highlall' living standal'ds. Educated. nomadic children 1;11·e also a gt•eat 
sou.i·ce of informatio,~ to thci1· parents who miss out 011 various national issues 
due to illiteracy. Such childrcm 1·e11d letters. new,'lpapeJ"s, medicaJ prescr iption,; 
etc for theii- illitc-ro.tc family mcmbe1·s. 

· lmpl'Oved chances for the gir l child and those with special needs. 
By specifically targeting the girl child and those with special needs, the very 
vulne1•able of the nomadic communities will be t'eached and guaranteed equitable 
access to educadon and future job opportunities. 

· Increased opportunit ies fot• eomrtllll\ity empowerment. The edue11t1on 
agenda fox nomadic child1·en pl'Ovides a good oppo1tuni ty £01· mobilising 
and empowering local commumties. througl1 awareness creation and de
stigmatization. 
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1.6 Objectives of the Policy Framework 

1.6.1 The overall goal of the policy framework is co enuble Kenya's nomadic 
communjties Lo t·ealize Lhe goal of univeri,;al access to basic edu c1;1tiou 
and training.The s pecific object ives of the policy framework are to:• 

a.. Ens ure equitable access tu educa tion by all t he children in nomadic 
areas, including the disadvamaged and vulnerable groups. 

h. Ensure t hat tl1e qL1alii;y of education provided in nomadic areas is of 
a pproved nationa ] standards. 

c. Pi:x1vide avenues for relating the app1·oved national curricula to the 
nomad ic pastot·al patterns and lifes.tyle 

d. F acili tate th<~ integrati.onof emerging technologies and other .altematjve 
mterventions in the provision of education in nomadic a reas. 

e. Cre:;i;re avr.>nues fo1· collaborative partnerships be tween the various 
stakeholdel'S involved in t.h a p;·ovision of educ::i.tion in 11omHclic arc:.1s. 

f. Establish au effective institutio nal framework to manage and. 
adminis ter nomadic education. 

1.7 Vision 
'11

0 have a Globally competitive Nomad:ic quality education. 
training.and ~sear.ch for Kenya's sustaihable developem:enl: 

1.8 Mission 
ll'o pl!otnote, coordinate and provide q uality edweation a nd. tyai liing 
for the; sustaitiable d~velopmen't o( Kenya's 11o)lj.udk cqn~m.trnHies 

1.9 Target Group 
1.9.1 'l'he focus of tho µoliey framework is all school-going age children 

dtuwn from nomadic con111nt11it ies in Kenya . H owever to ensure that 
such childr en access quality educatio1), other gtoups will be tai,geted 
thc\:';t! include. 

i) Nomad ic Par ents: The pat-:ents wiU be targeted for education 
through adult. literacy t:la1:1&;c:S. 'I'he aim will be to provicle them 
with a11 opportunity L-O achieve literacy which may have been 
mioi;ed at an early age. Their appreciation of education will 
definitdy reduce pflren tal t-estriction to school all:e:ndance. 

ii) Teachers deployed in nomadic areas: Such teachers 
will be- tii,i,geted for inservice training on handling nomadic 
learners and teaching illnovations 

1.9.2 Sillce nomads are mobile a nd cannot therefote b-e confined to a 
g-eograplucal location, the policy wrn ta1·get them wherever they are. 
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2. POLICY GUIDELINES 

2.1 l'rindples for the policy guidelines 

The following pl'inciple$ have guided the formulation of a,ppropriat.e 
policies based on t he e:,;periences captured during the baseline survey. 

2. 1. 1 Recognition of education as a has.ic human right and the Kenya 
Government's commitment to EPA, J\ill)Gs and vision 2030. 

2.1.2 Kenya's nomadic populat.io1l is. entitled to appropi·i.a.te and adequate 
resources to enable th11>m arhievr2 educational otttcomes that are 
compara,ble with those of t he rest of other Kenyans. 

2.1.3 The policy will enslll'e conformity with other Gov,ernment Policies 
(m education generally and the development or nomadic a1·eas m 
particular·. 

2.1.4 Experiences and lessons learned from past education initiatives in 
nomadic area s have greatly informed the process. 

2.1.o The major foc us is "se,rvioe doUvBty'' of good quality education which is 
sei1sitive- to the needs of mobile famiJjes or gro\1ps. 

2.1.6 Since education cannot be p1·ovided to any people -in isolation of ot her 
soeio-economic fundamentals, s.ttutegic 1inlrngM and pattnerships arc 
i.11evitab1e. 

2. l .7 In nonrn.dic education Specia l attention has been given to t he 
vulnera\J.le groups in nomadic areas especially girls and children with 
special needs. 

2.l Gnidel-ines to facilitate policy Implementation 

The fo llowing guidelines will facilitate the implementation of this policy:• 

2.21 Implementation of alternative interventions and policies which are 

sensitive to ecological and livelil1ood systems in the noma dic regioris. 

2,2.2 The Nomadic communities will be represented in the implementation 

mechanism. 

2.2.3 The stipulated policy guidelines on Nomadic Education will not seek to 

replace e.xisting policies and approaches to education provision; rather 

it will draw from t heir expei·ienc:es and strengthen them to achieve their 

educational objectives since no single intervention can a dequately meet 

the education needs ofihe nomadic con1m unities. 
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2.2.4 All educatio11al i.J.m,rventions -wiJl adopt an integra ted and multi
sectoral approach as opposed to undertaking single-handedly seceor

based ventUl'e,c;. 

2.2.5 App1•oprfotc und ndapt11ble technologies will be embr aced to accelerate 

achievemen t of educational objectives in nomadic t'egions. 

2.3 ACCESS AND EQUITY 

2.3.1 To facilitate the achievement of the Education for All (EFA) target. by 
201.'i the Gove.rnment will ensu re that appropril;lte s trategies and 
resource,-;; are di1·cc~cd a t pmviding gcl{ld qusliLy education to all nomadic 
coint,nlnities. 'l'he following measures will therefore be adopted: 

1) Access ibiility, geographical and gender issues 

2 3.2 Specific $Uppo,·t. by the Government in collaboration ·with othet ptn·tners 
wiU be directed at 0liminating ,;orne h idd.en education costs that may 
inhibi t access to educa tion. 

2.3.3 l n partne,rship with oth er stakeholders, t;he Government will endeavou1· 
i o llhlke the school easily accessible and friendly to th e girls from 
11.omadic comtnuniti~s by: . 

a) E:nsuring that t he schools have adequate and appropriate 
sanitation facilities 

b) Adopting c:reative approaches that guarantee security for 
,girls ,vho opt to learn away from home (e.g. in boal'ding 
school or h ost family) 

c) Undsrtaking structm·ed public awareness campaigns to 
$ensitize nomadic communit ies on the value of educating 
the girl-child. 

d) Pmviding scholarshi ps to the girls so as to increase 
enrolments and transition t o other levels 

2.3.4 The Governmenc will undettake to expand low-i.:ost boa rding primary 
Schools hy ensuring that at least ttach cons titue11cy in nomadic 
communities has one such school. 

2.3.5 The Government will a lso establish separate Centres of Excellence 
for boys and gh·Js at such locations that allow easy inter-community 
interface whereby ch:ildrrul from different nomadic communitie.s could 
mix a nd enhance pe;:iceful co-existence. 

2.3.6 Feeder schools will be established close to nomadic set ups (EOD 
and Standard I-ill) to enhance proximity to school and also se1·ve as 
catchments by boarding schools. 
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2.3.7 Higher entry levels (eg. Standard III and over) a t enrollment will 
be considered for qu~ lifying over-Rge children and their learning 
accele1·~t,ed so M to obviate an y age related st.igma. 

2.3.8 Modalities of expanding school feeding progi•.,ims to al l children in 
nomadic communities wiJI be explo1·ed 

ii) Children with Special Needs 

2.3.9 Handling learners with special nr.eds in nomadic communiUc.s will be in 
line with Gt)vernment policy io mainsr.i·ea m .:pecial education into the 
regul ar ~ hool system. 'l'his is ain1ecl at facilitating more childrtin with 
special needs t('I occess education.. 

a) Raising the level of awareness in Lhe nomadic communities on the need 
to bring out. lo .school any c:hildnm wit h special needs 

b) Undertaking structured public awareness campaigns aimed at 
eliminating any stigma associated with disa bili ty 

c) Developing a r eliable database for chilclr·1:m with special needs to fm·m a 
basis fo r effective pltrnning 

cl) Ensuring that encb p1·imary school with learnel'S who have special Meds 
has a c.eache-r I.rained and deployed to handle a special needs closs 

e) Providing facilities and equipment t equired for effective t eaching and 
learning for the pupils with speciaJ needs 

1) Adopting a flexiblt:! curriculum tbnL is responsive to nomadic learnet·R 
\idtb special needs and developing relevant learning materials to support 
the curriculum 

g) FaciHtatmg each boarding pri..ma ry school with facilities, equipmen t and 
trained Le;;tcher~ so as to enable it effectively handle at least one for m of 
Spe-cial Need. 

h) Identifying and mobilising role models with special needs as facilitat ors 
in schoo.ls and community functions 

i) Up scal in.g the Govemment capitation grants for speci€ll needs ch ild,·en 
beyond the rute pt·oviclcd for ordinmy child.nm 

j) Providing adequaLe faeilitie::1 that can assist in the integration of 
children with special n c-eds in Ol'dinary learning institutions. 

iii) Physical Facilities 

2.3.10 The Government t ecogni:2:os t hat better physical facilities in schools 
provide the basic teaching a nd learning environment and motivates 
pupils to learn.The Government will t herefore ensure that: -

a) Assis tmice is given Lo schools and comm unir.ies to constrn.ct and 1·enovate 
physic.al faciliti es 
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I b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

iv) 

Any infrastructural interventions will h ave to be gendei seos1t1vc :u1 
rolation 1o lwnlth and h ygitine. Simi.Im· a ttention .vil1 be focused on 
designing infraslruCllLre suitable for childl'cn wit h s-perisl n~l'ds 

'l'hc capaci ty of nomadic communities is enhanced in o:rder to enable 
them prioritise budget.ary acLivitics and effecLivcly manage the funds 
provided under the basic school improvement grant 

Schools in nomadic :qr eas with a backlog of infrai:itnl.(;ture chwelopment 
receive additional fundi ng from tne Government 

Based on assessed need, supJ>or t is given for construction of boarding 
faci lities 1md housing foi· lei1ChE:rs. 

Emel'gencics 
2.3.l l To ,.msurc tha1 l(;>atning in 110111ndic tegions. is not unnecessarily 

int:e1·rupted by 1,he vagaries of wea,thel' m,d con$t1tnt tht·e"tslact$ of 
insecurity. the Government will: 

a) P ut in place adeq11ii.te contingen t measures to A. lleviate c he effects of 
11ny eruet·gencies in nomadic regions 

b) Establi11h adequal.t! early warni ng system;; in all nomadic regione 

c) Provide adequate securi ty in all nomadic regions with special 
attention u, learning im,tLtulions 

d) Tnstitutionalize lrad.itional conflict resolution and interventions for 
peace>ful coexii:itence 

, •) Ad ult Litc1·acy 

2.:J.12 1'hPre is com,iderahle awarenc,;;s and goodwill. 011 the nee<l [ot· educaLion 
by the adult population in nomadic nigions. Besides the benefits th.at 
adulL litel'AC) can bring lo the adult popula.cion, the same can a lso serve 
as a great impetus lo the w1fottered attendance or school b) the chi.ld1·\.'n. 
'I'he Gov~rnmoni wi ll th€ltefore: 

a) Establish adult Hteracy classes in each primary school in nomadic 
regions, including mobile schools. 

b) Hire and tntin Ad.ult literacy teodHH·~ from with in the nomadic 
communitie,; 

c) Mobilise various stakeholders to tttise awurcnei,:; on the impm·tancl:! of 
adult li teracy ir, 1·ha nomadic communities 

d) Strengthen the monitoring and supervision of adult education in 
nomadic i·egions 

vi) Alteruutive Intea-ventionr.; 

2.3.13 EfforLs by any Government to expand formal educalion provision 
based on a model of what works in urban situ~)tions oi· in sedent.ary 
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commun ities, 1s not enough to enstn·e that Education fo1· All {EFA) 
reaches noma dic communities. 

2.3.1..t In most insta nces, limited p1·ovision of static schools, or projerts which 
have focused on getting nomadic boys find girls to adapt lo the formal 
system have not yielded vcl'y positive outcomt's. The Government will 
therefore : • 

a) Research on a nd embrace non-formal sector intt:rveniions th1.1t are 
community based. and which respond to context a nd mobility patterns 

b) Provide grant!$ and other for ms of assist ance to mobile schools and tmsure 
that they have enough t,eachers and &.de4uate learuing tililterials 

c) Undertake appropriate modificationi;. on thr> formal system to 
suit nomadic patterus such adjnsting school calendar. adapting 
formal curriculum. to ensUl·e Yelevanoo among others. Facilitate t he 
,establishment of more mobile School,; as one way of laking tbe school 
to the children who may not have access to already estahlishcd static 
schools 

e} Collaborate ·with ot her s takeholders in est ablishing Child Rescue 
Centres in each DisLrict for purposes of rescuing cbjldren that may be 
denied access to school by .some extraneous factors. Such children should 
then be made to jom boarding µrimary schools . in consul tation with their 
paren ts/guardians. 

2A QUALITY 

i) Cu r ricu lum 

2.4 .l 'I'o ensut"e that good quality education is made available in all learning 
institutions in nomadic l'egions, the GO\'ernmenl will :-

a) Encourage. to the furthest extent possible. the use of t he existing 
nationa l cm-ricula in all learning institutions in nomadic regions 

b} TnstituLe part.icipatory mechanisms of monitoring the quality of 
learning in the nomadic regions and enforcing the approved sta ndards 
cf teaching. 

c) Fadlitate t hl:l provision of adequate learning materials in all learning 
institutions. 

d) P tovide avenues fol' teachei:.s aeployed in nomt1dic r1:gione to undergo 
~·egttlar inservice tr1:1-ining so a:s to enrich lheir knowledge on nomadic 
lifestyle and equip them w.ith such skills as multi-grade teaching. 
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e) Re:cogniie the richness of Lrailitional nomadic pastoral knowledge and 
techniques by incorporaliug them into the forma l eurricula. 

f) Enforce the Leaching a nd use of mother-tongue as a medium of 
instruction in lower primary school and support the development of 
related learning matei:-ials. 

g) Develop mechanisms for sharing resources (eg. classrooms. teachers, 
book::, such as betweon formal and non-formal learning jnstitut ions. 

2.4.2 Given che challenges facing provision of education through t he formal 
curriculum in the nomadic community. the Government wi11 : -

a) Ad.opt and implement the curricula for .Non-Formal Education (l\TfE) 

b) Suppott the development and pi'O<l.uction of non-formal learning 
materials specific ta ~ht• nomadic commmiities 

c} Establish a structured relationship between the non-formal education 
systems and t he formal education institutions whereby the non-formal 
education institutions can easily transit pupils to the formal e<iucation 
institutions 

ii) School Cnlendar and Timetable 

2.4.3 'l'he Govettiment will lhei•efol'e support and encourage: 

a) School c:alenda r and tirnetah!ing of @ducat.ion programmes that is 
flexib le Lo the climate, pattern of nomadic life and needs of the Nomadic 
Cmnmunitieti. 

b) Th~ adoption of a 12-m.anths op.en school system in low cost boarding 
schools. 1'lus will facilitate the staying in school of chilch-en whose 
nomadic parents may have moved to other places until s uch parents 
come to pick them from school. whenever lhe schools arP on holiday. 

iii) Teacher Tmining and Deployment 

The Govei'nment will endeavour t.o: • 

a) .Recruit teache1•,traint'i!s from ir.he no!lladic regious on offi.rnh\tive 
acLion basis ancl support th em i.n r:ne<Hing the co!'ts of tra ining,wi.thout 
oompromisiug t he quality of education 

b) Female LeaclHH·-trainees will be specifically t argeted for purposes of 
creating education role model!' in the communitie!'I 
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c) Teachet·s serving in n◊,11adi¢ ar~ns will be provid1;;:d -wit h nn in-sewice 
lraining focused on nomadic conditions, multi-gr.<1de teaching and other 
inno,·at-ive tearhing methods from time to lime. 

d) BctLer iuccmtives will be considcre<I to motivate the teachers deployed. (n 
no:madic regions and considermion will be madu ~o peg such inccnl ive!I 
on the intensity of har·d:'ship. 

iv) Technology 

2.4...l 'rhH Governmenl of K1;;:nya has fully embraced modern lnfo1·mation 
Technology in its operations thel'eby hei:aldin~ e-govecn meni in the 
entire public sector . 

2A.5 Thu Governmt>nt will therefore focus on proactwely deter mining how 
digi~~l technologies can enable nomadic comm unities engage in socisi l 
and acad;,;mic pursuit!!. Thi~ wm be achieved by: 

tl) Underteking· fin au dience reseru·ch in a ll noma dic 1·egiom; to determ ine 
the best media outleL to use for educational interactions. 

b) Examining po&:;ibil itJes of ntilizmg interartive radio programmes as a n 
addi tion al Looi i.n suppm·ting the various alterna( Lve interventions 

c) Re1:,ea.rching on bow the mobile telephony network can be utiliied to 
improve access to education by the nomad1c com munities 

d) Exploring the poSSibllity of harnessing the plenty and :readily available 
60181' and wind energy resources in t he nomadic 1·egioni; to facit i tHl t> e
learning 

2.5 Management and administration 

2.5.l 1'h1;;: Ministry of Education has an efficient institutional Cn1mework ror 
the general management and aclminisnation of educarion in Kenya. 

i) Ad.lwnis t1·ation of Noi-.,adic E d1icatio11 

2.5.2 So as tO fa~ t track a.nd put the agenda of nomadic education in l\enya's 
socio-economic and pol iLical focu:,;, the Governm~nt will by SLatuto 
e:lLablish lhe " Nation a l Commission for Nomadic Educatioit in 
Kenya., - NACONEK The Commission will operate under the Ministry 
of Education and rna11dc1tecl to: • 

al Fomrnlale Policies and gmdclinesiu all matters ,·elating to nomadic 
education in Kenya: 
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b} Mobilise funds from varioui,, somces fol' the development of nomadic 
education 

c) Institutionalize mechanis ms for effecLivc coordina tion a nd cvalua lion 
of the activit ie1, of agencies concerned with nomadic education: 

d} lmplemenL guicleline,s and ensure geogi·aphical spread of nomadic 
education activities a nd targets for the nomadic people who cross 
clisLTict boundaries. 

e) 

1) 

Establish approp;·iaLc linkages 0.11d pa1-t.1.1erships \vith othl;lr 
participating Government Ministries and agencies 

Prepa1·e :reliable statistic:. of teache1·:. and school going age children in 
nomadic areas. 

it) 

2.5.3 

MonitoTing and Supc1·vision 

To ensure that all the policy inLtiatives are implement('() in a co• 
ordinated manner, the following monitoring and superv-ision mechanism 
will be implomented: . 

b) 

c) 

cl) 

A particiJwtury monitoring and .supantision apprMch involving parent~. 
commumty leaders. :vl inislry or EducaUon and other stakeholders IVill 
he encouraged. 

Monitoring and supervi),ion structurnH al lhe schools, zones, divisions 
nnd disfrict.~ will be strp11gthenE>d . 

Th11 current Education t\'IBnagemenL Information System (El\IIS) will 
make ;;peci:fic p1-o,·isions for data capcure and profiling on nomadic 
education. 

The t--iational Commission for Nomadic Education in Kenya (NACONEK} 
,.,·ill prepare gudelines for Monitoring and Evaluation of nomaclk 
education. 

_Mobile Radio Transmitters wilJ be availed to the Disti:icl QuaTity 
Assunmce units tmd also to each school in nomadic 1·egions lo fa.dli t.ate 
effective monitoring and supervision. 

2.6.1 Partnerships 

There are nume1·ous partners irwolvcd ui th1.: provision of education and related 
services t.o nomadic communitie;; in Kenya. Ali Parmcrs will be guided by tlte 
policy guidelines fol' improved i>ervic11 delivo:1ry. The Government will therefore: 

a) Develop stratt?gic lil1kagt'S and collabol'ation with other line Ministries 
to ensw·e a holislic approach to education provision a nd development in 
nomadic art'as. 

b) Clem·Jy map out the opportunities LhaL exisL in nomad·i<.: :regions fo r 
development p1:wtners inteirvet'ltiorni/assii:itance. 
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c) 8.stabli:,h ne<:esMry 1:)artMrshipi; with International, bilo.tera.l and 
muJtilaleral agencies to develop all aapects of educational deYelopment 
in nomadic areas. 

d) Coordin<1te the educational development activitie~ of development 
partnet·s in nomadic rngions. 

e) Work closely witb Community Based Organizntions (CBOs). Retigious & 
Ji'a ith Bl'lsed Org:rnizacions, Civil Society and Advocacy r.,rroups opm·ating 
in nomadic areas 

2.6,2 Consequently, the Government of Kenya (Gol{) emphasizes the 
imporLance of parLne1·ship in thu provision of holii-iic sen·vices that 
could eventually herald quality educi1tion for all school-age going 
children in nomadic communitiei;. The partners currently involved in 
provision of l➔ducation an<l education t'elated f.!8rvices include p~mmts. 
locnl c:om111unities. Govcmroent ministries. ~GOs. FBOs, Civil society, 
chariU\ble organizations. CBOs, p1;va,iesector, bilateral and multilateral 
development partners etc. 

2.6.3 Someoftheabove partners have their own policy guidelines governing the 
provision of their education related services to the nomadic communities. 
It is howevei· essential to have an u mbrella policy fram ework that 
rnn provide broad guidalines for lhe coordinahon a nd harmonization of 
quality education services to the nomadic communities. 
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