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S~SSIONAL PAPBR No. 2 of 1945 

COLONY AND F110TEC'I'OR..rfE CF KENYA 

LEGISLATIVE COuWCIL 

INTlllRIU MPORT ON DEVELOFM!lNT 

The Government has £iven ~re liminary considerat ion to the 
recorurr,end.ations oontained L~ the Interim Report on :Development which 
was _,ublishP-d recently and ;,ms laid on the table of the Le;;isla ti ve 
Co,mcil on t he 1st of :·ay. 

rrhe Govern~en t has t_a = 11 onin!j o bserva. tions to r:iak:8 on the 
r ecO'ilinendations, subject t o the ?eservution that in some cases expendi
ture is involved for which the concurrence of the Legisl9.tive Council 
will be necessary beforE'l action can be taken :-

~ecommendation I. - That ~tatistics of the national 
income should be compiled regularly and that such compilation 
should be regarded as a basic statistical service. 

'I'his recommendation has been referred to the Director of 
Statlstlcs who has been requested to s bmit detailed proposals as soon 
as he is in a position to do so. 

Recommendation II. That the .Director of Statistics should, 
sit India aa early as possible to stu~y the statistical methods 
adopted in that courtry. 

'l'he Gover nment accepts this recommendation and the concurrenoe 
of 'the e ther Governmen ts concerned is be ing s ought. 

Recommendation III. - That a general census should be held 
as soon as poaslble after th0 war. 

The Government accepts this recommendation, but, ir common with 
the Governments of Uganda and 'fan[,'E.nyikn.1 considers it deoiro.ble that the 
census should be conducted on an Eact A:frico.n basis as soon as po~oi ble 
after -~he cessation of hostilities . ~ctaile d :;:,ro:pos;:i.ls bavo been submitte d. 
to the East African Oovernments by the Director of Statistics and n. con
ference is to be called later in the year to discuss Gr0up Captain Walter' s 
.proposal s. 

Recommendation IV. - That constant propaganda should be 
undertaken in native areas to spread the doctrine that African 
landowners are tenants of the tribe. 

The Government accepts this recommendation. It regards its respon
sibility for land administration as an overriding one to which indigenous 
systems of land tenure must conform. That responsibility implies that, 
as agent and trustee for the people in the various land units, the Governrr~n '. 
has an obliea,tion to ensure that the land is used in a manner which will 
preserye its fertility. The Government considers that each Native Land 
Unit and, in certain cases, each division of a Native Land Unit must be 
regarded as an estate, the property of the native community to which it is 
assigned. In most cases the native comrrru.nity is at present neither suf
ficiently organized nor sufficiently well instructed to be either willing 
or able to maintain its estate in accordance with the principles of prudent 
agriculture in the widest sense. The Government, having in mind that wil
ling collaboration is nearly always more effective than compulsion, regards 
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.it as one of its r:a:i.:: tasks to au:is'; a,_d instruct each 1-U-r.ican cor.u::runity 
in Lhe prvper use of its ::.a:id.--.--,t:::_- :..•, L .. :-1r.:e.r...;tands the v2.-l,al is.l:-'ortaJ.ce 
of l-';s l'esponsibil..ities in this rein1,ect and is equi pped.. -to disoha.rce 
the ::-· ?he nover:nrnen t 1.·euc.;nizes th.:,. t ~Le :..;o __ dl tiOi ta o:. u Jct.pa t ior. cf lund 
must include a condition that the lane.. is not destroyed and that in extret::e 
oases con ,..,u.ls ion .. -:a..y ruve to be used as a. te~porary expedieL t. 

1eco:1~:en cla·;;ion 1 .:-_at an investic,rtln~ teaTll be ap::pobted 
to investigate the suitability of various areas for African 
resettlement. 

The Gover11,11en t nccepts tbic reco;:mienda tion and steps a.re being 
taxen to form the su""'&;ested team as soon as :possible. A senio:;; Ac.minietra
tive Officer lias alreudy been selected :for the Chairr,,aJrnhip. 

Recorn~enda·bion VL - r11hat the Govern,J.01 t sho1,;.ld take steps 
to secure a.n experienced 1,"!a ter Engineer from the Ur..i ted Sta tea 
of' .America. 

The Government has not yot reached a decision on this recommenda
tion, and is in any case unwilling to commit itself to any particular 
source Qf recruitment in a natter in which professi onal qualifications and 
experience must be the decisive criteria. The Government does, however, 
ae.,Tee that the best stafi' available r:-·ust bo engaged for the vital work o.f 
water conservation. 'I'he East African Governors• Conference as agreed 
t .. ··nga.ge a hi[;,h grade team of experts to investigate the possibilities of 
electric pmver development in Sa.st Africa, and the Government has already 
secured the services of a prominent consul ting eneineer fror..: the Union o:f 
South Africa to investi5-ate the possibilities of developing greatly 
increaoed water supplies from the rivers risinb on the east6:r2'1 slopes of 
the Aberdarcs and Mount Kenya. These investigations will be ca-ordinated. 

Recommendation VII, - - That constant _propaganda should be 
undertaken to emphasize the necessity of each indl7idua1 by his 
work contributine to t he development of the State. 

The Government acce~t this recommendation. In so far as ::,Jaid 
Government lab ur is concerned, steps are being ta.ko_ to j_m_prove output 
by providing el~uer ~upervision a...~d better living conditions. I:ethodo of 
:propag::iwio.a...ong natlve ccuu;..unities will be e:xe.mined by the Chief' Native 
Commissioner and Provincial Commissioners. 

Recommendation VIII, - TI1at every opportunity should be 
taken to emphasize to tho Secretary vi' State the funda.□ental 
i mportance of r-1aintaining the prices of primary products at a 
reasonable level. 

The GoveI'lunent accepts this recommendation. 

Recommendation IX. That bulk selling organi zations 3hou1G 
be maintained after the war in connexion with various types of 
Colonial :produce. 

The Government is n.rra:.vigin.; for a special stud;:r to be :uade of this 
matter and of the organization necessary to deal with each type of product. 
An endeavour is beine m::i.de at the present time to obtain an Bconomio and 
Commercial Adviser f'rom London, and this question will be among the first 
referred to him upon arrival i n the Colony. 

THE SECRETARIAT, 

NAIROBI 


