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COLONY AND PROTECTORATE OF KENYA 

PROPOSALS FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF LOCAL OOViilRNMENT, REAL'TR SERVICES 
AND THE DEPARTMENTS OF LANDS AND MINES 

1. In paragraph 26 of Sessional Paper No. 3 of 1945 it was stated that 
it was the Government's intention to propose later in the year that the 
central control of Local Government (native and non-native) should be the 
responsibility of a Local Government Board whose Chairman would have a seat 
on Rx:ecutive Council. 

2. A careful study of the situation has made it clear that the admini­
strat i on of publ i c heal t h i s inseparable from that of local government and 
that, indeed, local government with its inti ma t e concern for the envi ron­
ment of the population as regards housing, water supplies, sani t ation and 
the preven t ion of disease is the agency by means of which a large part of 
t he heal th servi ces can best be made a vailable . I t is proposedt therefore, 
to place the heal th servi ces mai ntained by Government and those ma i ntai ned 
by Local Authorities within the sphere of the Member for Health and Local 
Governmen t , who will represent them on both Executive Council and Leei s l a t ive 
Council. The method by which the various health servi ces are to be oo-ordina· 
ted wil l 1Je a matter for determi nat i on by the :M.ember in consultation wi th the 
Director of J,Iedical Ser vices and local aufb.ori t i es. The du ties and responsi bi­
li ties which will be allotted to the Centr al Board of Heal t h under the new 
arrangements will be a sub j ect for exami nation in the course of the proposed 
review. 

3. The t wo existi ng Standing Commit t ees for Local Government (one for 
Rural Areas and the other f or i'i~unicipali t ies ) will for the time being 
continue to funct i on. In addition, the Standing Advisory Committee on 
Local Native Councils wi ll be reconsti tute d with expert advisers under the 
Chairmanship of t he Chief Native Co~~issioner as an Afri can Local Government 
Board; this Board will in effect be a commi ttee of the Loca.l Government Board 
By this means African local government wi ll be developed and given ereater 
executive powers. 

18.jor questions of' policy will be dealt with by the Local Government 
Board. The Member will be Chairman of the Board, which wi ll consist of 
representative members of the Standing Committees and will include Asian, 
Arab and African members. The Board will in the early staees consider and 
advise upon the functions of the varions committees and the best organization1 
for achieving the objec t s in view. 

4. It is propose d t o appoint i'ilr. C.E. Mortimer, C. E. E., 0:n. h i s 
retirement from his departmental dut i es as Commissionei· for L~•...: l Government, 
Lands and Settlement at the end of thi s year t o be 'Member for Heal t h and 
Local Government with a seat upon Bx:ecuti ve Council and in due course wi th 
a seat i n the Le gisl ative Council within the n omina t ed offi cial me mbe rshi p ~ 

5. The tra ns f e r of the admi n i s tra tion of Settlement to t he organizat i on 
under t he wing of t he Member for Aericul ture, An i mal Husband.Ty and Na tural 
Resour c e s ope ns t he way f or other depar t mental changes, a nd t he fo llowing 
pr oposals a re made with t he approva l of F.:x:e cu t ive Council and the St anding 
F•inanc e Ca mmi ttee. 

6. I t is propos ed that a new de partment should be f ormed with effect 
fr om the 1st of J anuary to combine the functions of t he Lands, Survey 
and Re g istra tion Divisions in the exi s ting de partmen t of Local Governmen t, 
Lands and Settlement wi th those of the exi~ting Mining and Geological 
Depa:rtment. The organization of this new department is set out in the di a-



• 

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 6 of 1945 (continued) 

- 2 -

A new Geological Survey Organization has been set up by the 
Secretary of State on a regional basis under which highly qualified 
specialists will be available for the East African territories, and to 
this organization the Commissioner will be able to turn for specialis t 
advice and for any additional assistance that he may require. 

For advice on major technical mining problems in this Colony 
arra...~geTients have been ma.de that, in addition to the permanent technical 
staff of ... e ,fine s Department, the services of a "iining Consultant, who is 
to be e m~loyed by the Government of Tanganyika will be available where 
required. 

It is proposed that the new department which wil l remain within 
the sphere of the Deputy Chief Secretary, will be established as from the 
1st of January, 1946. 

'I'RE SECRETARIAT, NAIROBI. 

6th November, 1945 • 
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