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SPEECH BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT
LABOUR DAY—I1st MAY, 1980

My DeaR COUNTRYMEN,

This is the occasion every year when we can all get to grips
with reality, appreciating that development of our Republic critically
depends upon the dedication and the productivity of labour.

In the course of other public ceremonies, I have given details of
economic problems with which Kenya is confronted, many of
which are global in nature and beyond the control of any individual
state. In some degree, these problems have been compounded by
Domestic difficulties, associated with climate and with the demands

of a rapidly rising population.

But my message today is that frustrations to development and
human progress represent a challenge which all of us must face
together: Government, farmers, private industry, and workers in
every sector of the national economy. This is not a challenge which
we can overcome through half-hearted approaches to work, or by
simply sitting back and hoping for the best.

To keep up the pace of material advancement and social
development, in this present phase, calls for increased production
from the land and from all manufacturing plant, alongside more
intensive and more efficient public services. I have therefore been
disturbed by some reports of absenteeism or slackness in places
of work. Our country at this time cannot afford to bear the cost
of unproductive labour. Within the whole economy, there must
now be introduced sterner measures of discipline. In this regard
and as far as the private sector is concerned, I shall expect trade
unions to support employers, whenever action is taken against
workers who are unreliable or lazy. In each case, safeguards
provided by the Public Service Commission or the Trade Dispute
Act will be sustained, to ensure that no employees are unfairly
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